1-Methyl-4-phenylpyridinium (MPP+) does not exhibit paraquat-like immunoreactivity.
The structural analogy of paraquat with 1-methyl-4-phenylpyridinium (MPP+) has been implied in the aetiology of Parkinson's disease. The cross-reactivity of MPP+ to a specific antibody to paraquat was assessed by radioimmunoassay and was found to be very low. The results suggest that this polyclonal paraquat antibody does not mimic the MPP+ receptor.